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Dene Hollow 

The story of a Mosman Mansion 
 

 

Figure 1 Dene Hollow probably around 1910. Seated, Edith and Lillian Hill and Olga Ziymack playing with the dog. An 
unknown friend is on the far right, and the figure on the far left, almost out of frame, could be Barbara Ziymack. 

 

The story of Dene Hollow has been told in our family for ages. Dad’s 

grandmother Barbara owned the home and lived there from about 1909 with 

her surviving five children including my Dad’s father, John Frederick Roland 

Hill. My Dad remembers visiting as a child, probably in the late 1920s. 

My aim here is to record what is known and what is conjecture before it’s lost 

with the change of generations. It’s based on information I found in 

newspapers of the day merged with the memories of my dear father, Wallace 

Hill, who is now almost 93.   
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Dene Hollow and my family 
 

Dene Hollow was a mansion on a one-acre waterfront property in Mosman Bay, Sydney. Based on 

newspaper reports of the day it was a landmark in Mosman Street, second house to the left up the 

steps from Steamers’ Wharf, 

which later became known as 

Mosman Bay Wharf.  

The mansion was probably built in 

the mid-1890s, and was later 

owned by my great grandmother 

Barbara.  

It was described in a 1906 auction 

newspaper listing as a charming 

family residence, within three 

minutes of the ferry, in an 

elevated position with delightful 

views which “can never be built 

out”. 

It was brick with a shingle roof, 

tiled porch, large entrance hall, 

drawing and dining rooms, study, 

four bedrooms, dressing room, 

bathroom, servants’ room, large 

kitchen and pantry. Also included 

was another detached bedroom, 

lumber room, laundry, brick stable 

and coach-house, with loft over. 

Gas and city water was laid on, 

with electricity coming later. 

The name of the home, “Dene 

Hollow”, is an unusual one. There 

is a book with the same name written by Ellen Wood published in 1871. It was advertised for sale in 

Sydney as early as Saturday 26 April 1873 in The Sydney Morning Herald and in many other 

newspapers of the day through the remainder of that century and into the next. Wood was a very 

successful author with many of her books becoming international best-sellers. In Australia she was 

said to be have been better known than Charles Dickens at the time. So it seems likely that the home 

was named after the book. 

Barbara Ziymack bought Dene Hollow around 1909. This is based on an article in the The Riverine 

Grazier  dated 9th June of that year detailing a farewell and presentation given to her by the 

Figure 2 Barbara Herring/Hill/Ziymack (unknown date) 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/13310400?searchTerm=dene%20hollow%20wood&searchLimits=dateFrom=1873-04-26%7C%7C%7CdateTo=1873-04-26%7C%7C%7Cl-advstate=New+South+Wales%7C%7C%7Cl-advcategory=Advertising
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/141089007
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/141089007
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/141089007
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/141089007
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/141089007
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parishioners of St Paul’s church in Hay, NSW. The article noted that she was moving in order to take 

up residence in Sydney.  

The first reference to Barbara living in Dene Hollow is February 1910 when The Riverine Grazier 

carried a list of persons eligible to vote at the election of the Pastures Protection Board for the 

District of Hay. It gives Barbara’s address as Dene Hollow. 

Barbara Ziymack 

Barbara was an illiterate and very poor widow of a blacksmith living in a remote region of NSW. Her 

second marriage was to a farm-hand. So how could she afford to buy not just a waterfront mansion 

in Mosman, Sydney, but also the landmark Palings Music Store1 in George Street Sydney, a 6,500 acre 

sheep and cattle station near Junee, a hotel and several properties in Hay, including a hotel?  The 

answer is that in May 1900 she inherited a fortune following the death of her uncle, James Tyson, 

who was the wealthiest man in Australia at that time. Her share was £80,000, perhaps about $11 

million in today’s money. 

Barbara’s first marriage in 1877 was to my great 

grandfather David Daniel Hill (b1849 – d1893). In 

1895 about 20 months after his death she 

married John Zanovi Ziymack (b1852 – d1923). 

There were seven children from her first marriage 

to David Hill, including my grandfather John 

Frederick Rowland Hill. Of these, four were still 

living at the time Barbara moved to Sydney.  

From her second marriage to John Ziymack (who 

curiously was born in Ukraine) there was just the 

one child, Olga. Barbara separated from Ziymack 

immediately after she received the inheritance, 

and re-gained custody of Olga only after a court 

ruled that John Ziymack must return Olga to her. 

This was Barbara’s first taste of litigation, but 

certainly not the last, as I’ll cover at another time. 

All the newspaper articles of the day refer to her 

as Barbara Ziymack. Within the family she was 

often referred to as Granny Ziymack. 

It’s not clear how long Barbara owned or resided in Dene Hollow. The last newspaper mention is on 

3rd June 1918. It records that by order of Mrs Ziymack the property is to be auctioned the next day. 

                                                             
1 William Henry Paling died in 1895 just five years before Barbara received the inheritance. She may have 
bought Palings Music Warehouse from the estate. It was a landmark building at 338 George Street Sydney. It 
still existed as a music store when I was buying sheet music in the 60s and 70s. It’s no longer there, but Palings 
Lane still exists. 

Figure 3 – Paling’s Music Store on the left, with Paling’s Lane 
beside it. (Probably the 1920s) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Tyson
http://www.rba.gov.au/calculator/annualPreDecimal.html
http://www.rba.gov.au/calculator/annualPreDecimal.html
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/paling-william-henry-4356
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It is listed again later in July for auction on 22nd August 1918 by a different agent. It’s likely that this 

too is by order of Barbara after the first auction failed to find a buyer. 

In March 1921 it seems there is at least one lodger in Dene Hollow, based on a reward being offered 

in a newspaper for a lost ring, listing the top flat as the address. Again in November 1921 the top flat 

of Dene Hollow is offered for rent. 

It seems certain that Barbara lived there until at least the middle of 1918. She may have remained 

there longer while renting out portions of the home. 

Then came her death on 3rd June 1922 aged 64. The funeral notice reports that she died suddenly at 

her home called Glen Eric in Moruben Road, Mosman. This suggests Barbara had moved to the new 

home before her death but does not mean she had sold Dene Hollow. 

Dene Hollow was listed for auction in August 1918 but it’s possible in the depressed market of the 

war years there were no buyers.  

My father was born in 1922, the same year Barbara died. He has memories of visiting Dene Hollow as 

a child, and seeing his Uncle David there, so if this is correct then the property remained in the family 

well after Barbara’s death.  

The sons of Barbara 
As the sons of a very wealthy mother, the two surviving boys of Barbara, John Frederick Roland Hill 

and David Daniel Hill, never worked a day of their lives. Both were gamblers. David in particular was a 

heavy gambler and a heavy drinker, and was known to have a bad temper. He ran up gambling debts 

he couldn’t pay, and was bankrupted at 24 years of age in 1918. 

John, the other son, was my great grandfather. He also caused 

his mother considerable grief by going out with a girl she thought 

was below his status. She was also Catholic. The girl, Pearl Shaw, 

worked in a kiosk on the wharf near Dene Hollow. There is a 

story that she once knocked on the front door of Dene Hollow 

looking for John. When informed by the maid, Barbara instructed 

that Pearl should go around to the servant’s entrance.  

The tension between Barbara and Pearl was not helped when 

John married Pearl in 1913. She was barely 16, and the first of 

their nine children was delivered soon afterwards. 

From that day of the first meeting with Barbara it is believed 

Pearl refused to ever set foot in Dene Hollow.  

  Figure 4 - My grandfather John Fredrick 
Roland Hill aged about 35  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article16006036
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The daughters of Barbara 

Barbara’s three surviving daughters, Beatrice Lillian and Edith 

Lydia from the first marriage, and Olga Ellen from the second, 

lived with her at Dene Hollow. All three appear in the only 

surviving photo of Dene Hollow. 

Beatrice was married at St. Clement's Church of England, 

Mosman, in September 1911. The reception was held in a 

marquee erected on the lawn of Dene Hollow. 

Her younger sister Edith was married in July 1915, also at St. 

Clement's Church of England, Mosman. Again the reception was 

held at Dene Hollow. 

In April 1916 Edith gave birth to a girl at Dene Hollow. She was 

Christened Barbara. 

Olga married in January 1917 in Singapore. It seems her 

husband, Andrew Black, was working in the town of Ipoh in the 

Federated Malay States as in November 1917 that address is 

included in the birth notice when Olga delivered a daughter at Dene Hollow. She too was Christened 

Barbara. 

What happened to Dene Hollow? 
At the time of writing it’s not possible to know whether the auction of Dene Hollow in 1919 was 

successful. There are no further listings for the property until it is mentioned in “flats to let” listings 

just three months after Barbara’s death.  Then, in September 1924 it is listed for auction again, with 

the real estate listing noting that it was currently let as two flats, and the property was large enough 

for subdivision.  

In October 1924 the furniture, appointments, and effects are listed for auction “instructed by and for 

and on account of Mrs. Edith Barham”. This would seem the first clear evidence that the property 

was no longer held by the family. 

At this time my grandparents (John and Pearl) were living in a comfortable, but not grand, suburban 

home at 49 Beaufort St Croydon Park. My father’s recollection is that even though this period was 

the middle of the Great Depression, there was no shortage of money for the family of nine children 

born between 1913 and 1929. 

Sadly my grandfather had been suffering great pain from hydatids2, for which there was no cure at 

the time. Perhaps as a result of this he committed suicide in 1934 at the age of 43. A story also 

persists that gambling played a part. The story is that as his wife (Pearl) had refused to ever set foot 

                                                             
2 The symptoms of hydatid disease depend on which organs are affected. The most commonly affected organ is 
the liver. The kidneys, brain and lungs are sometimes affected.  

Figure 5 Edit Hill (seated) and Beatrice Hill 

http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/bhcv2/bhcarticles.nsf/pages/tapeworms_and_hydatid_disease
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in Dene Hollow he felt no affinity for the property, and had given the deeds to his bookmaker as 

payment for debts.  

What is certain is that Dene 

Hollow has since been 

demolished. Several 

newspaper notices clearly 

described its location as two or 

three minutes from the wharf, 

second left up the stairs, 

fronting onto Mosman Street. 

One report gives its street 

number as 2. My cousin Dennis 

and I have tried to find it, but 

that area has been extensively 

redeveloped over the years 

and we could only speculate 

on its probable location. 

Today Mosman Bay is one of the most beautiful places in Sydney. It is surrounded by enormously 

expensive properties with spectacular views overlooking multi-million dollar yachts resting in the 

protected waters of the bay. Many beautifully restored and maintained homes from the period of 

Dene Hollow still exist there. 

I like to visit the area once or twice a year. There’s a glorious 1.5km walk along the waterfront from 

Cremorne Point to Mosman 

Bay Wharf, and Linda and I 

have taken overseas visitors to 

see it on several occasions. For 

some reason it’s not well 

known; we usually only see a 

handful of other people on the 

path. 

Immediately across the bay 

from the wharf is Mosman 

Rowers Club. It has a deck with 

a spectacular view looking over 

the bay across to the wharf. On several occasions I have sat on that deck with a glass of cool beer in 

my hand trying to picture where Dene Hollow was and to imagine what life was like for Barbara 

Ziymack. Her first husband had died early, her second marriage a failure, all her siblings had passed 

on, disappointed with her boys and with failing eyesight, I think it may have been a sad, lonely place 

for her.  

Figure 6 - The wharf at Mosman Bay about 1904 

Figure 7 - Looking across Mosman Bay (c1907) to the north as the ferry heads out 
on its way to the city. A second bridge leads to the newly reclaimed Reid Park. 
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Chronology of newspaper reports 
This table lists newspaper reports relating to Dene Hollow from the time it was first mentioned in 

1891 up until 1924, two years after Barbara Ziymack’s death. There are a few further mentions in 

1951, but these would appear to be for a home at a different address, 4A Mosman Street. Perhaps 

the owners there appropriated the name after the original home had gone. 

Paragraphs in italics are my comments on the articles. 

May 1891 WANTED, CARPENTER and bricklayer. 

Dene Hollow Mosman's Bay, near wharf 

Feb 1894 The very first newspaper mention of Dene Hollow for sale is in the Sydney 

Morning Herald where it is listed for auction. The mention of the architect and 

the build quality suggest it was only recently completed. 

(MOSMAN'S-STREET is now called Mosman Street. Steamers' Wharf is now called 

Mosman Bay Wharf.) 

DENE HOLLOW. An attractive and very comfortable detached RESIDENCE 

with about ONE ACRE of GROUNDS, fronting MOSMAN'S-STREET 

(formerly Bay View-street), MOSMAN'S BAY. Only two minutes' walk 

from Steamers' Wharf. It is now in the occupation of Mr. Wheeler. 

Charmingly situated, commanding a view of this  pretty bay. 

RICHARDSON and WRENCH, Limited, will sell by auction, at the Rooms, 

on FRIDAY, 2nd March, at 11 o'clock. 

The above marine suburban home, substantially built and in perfect 

order, lt is of brick, and contains thc following accommodation : Ground 

door, hall, dining and drawing rooms, breakfast-room, pantry, servants' 

bedroom, kitchen. &c.; first floor, 4 bedrooms and bathroom ; stable, 2   

coachhouses, harness-room, man's room, &c. Gas and city water laid on. 

The land has about 310 feet frontage to MOSMAN'S STREET (formerly 

Bay View-street). Adjoining is block (used as a garden), having about 155 

feet frontage. 

This very desirable home was erected under the superintendence of Mr. 

Horbury Hunt, architect. 

Mosman's Bay, a very popular marine suburb, is only 15 minutes from 

Circular Quay. 

Cards to view can be obtained at Auctioneers' rooms. 
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April 1894 Under Servants Wanted: 

WANTED, immediately, experienced General ; refs. Apply to-day, Dene 

Hollow, Mosman's Bay 

Sep 1894 At this time Australia is in the middle of a severe depression. Apparently the 

auction was unsuccessful, as the mansion was advertised by a different agent, 

but this time for sale, rather than auction. 

MOSMAN'S BAY.-"Dene Hollow," Gentleman's RESIDENCE, situated close 

to wharf, position unsurpassed, standing well within its own grounds, 

containing large entrance hall, dining-room, drawing room. 4 bedrooms, 

bathroom, servant's hall and bedroom, kitchen, pantries, &c. ; detached 

laundry ; coachhouse, stables, and man's room, gardener's cottage. 

Grounds very tastefully laid out. 

For cards to view, apply RAINE and HORNE, 2 Hunter-street. 

Oct 1894 Apparently no buyers, as the property is offered for rent: 

FURNISHED.-To LET, DENE HOLLOW, Mosman's Bay, 8 rooms, outoffices, 

stable, large garden, moderate rent. W. M. HARKE, 1 O'Connell-street. 

Oct 1905 The property is not mentioned for 11 years. Then a gardener is wanted: 

Wanted, competent GARDENER for two days week,   Permanent job. 

Apply Dene Hollow Mosman-street, Mosman  Before 1 o'clock. 

June 1906 A reward is offered for a lost dog: 

LOST, Pug Dog, answer name Paddy, Sydney or Mosm.; rew. Dene 
Hollow, Mosman-st, Mosman 

Aug 1906 The property is again listed for auction: 
 

MOSMAN. 
A CHARMINGLY SITUATED FAMILY RESIDENCE,  
within THREE MINUTES OF THE FERRY, and 
occupying an elevated position, with DELIGHTFUL WATER VIEWS, which 
CAN NEVER BE BUILT   OUT.  
DENE HOLLOW, IN MOSMAN-STREET, 
of ATTRACTIVE DESIGN, substantially constructed of 
brick, shingle roof, tiled porch, with LARGE SQUARE ENTRANCE HALL, 
drawing and dining rooms, opening on to a tiled verandah, study, 4 
bedrooms, dressing-room, bathroom, servant's room, large kitchen, 
storeroom, and pantry. Detached is another bedroom, lumber-room, 
and laundry, also BRICK STABLE and COACHHOUSE, with loft over. 
The GROUNDS, which- comprise an area of about ¾-acre, with a total 
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frontage of about 300FT TO MOSMAN-STREET, are  
TERRACED AND ARTISTICALLY LAID OUT. 
TORRENS TITLE. 
RAINE and HORNE will sell by PUBLIC AUCTION, 
in the Rooms, 86 Pitt-street, on THURSDAY, 23rd AUGUST, at 11.30 a.m. 

Jan 1907 The furniture and contents are advertised for auction, so it would seem the 
property auction was successful. This period is about the earliest that Barbara 
Ziymack would have bought it. Here’s the advertisement for “Furnishing in Good 

Taste”: 
 

MOSMAN.  
THURSDAY, 10th JANUARY. at 11 a.m.    
IMPORTANT AUCTION ANNOUNCEMENT    
to LADIES and GENTLEMEN Furnishing in Good Taste.  
ATTRACTIVE UNRESERVED SALE by Public Auction, at the Residence of  
MRS. LOVETT CAMERON, 'DENE HOLLOW,'MOSMAN-STREET, MOSMAN,  
of the whole of her   SUPERIOR HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE and General 
Appointments.  
CHINA DOULTON WARE ORNAMENTS. 
ORIENTAL TREASURES, BRONZES.  
LIBRARY OF BOOKS.  
AXMINSTER FLOOR COVERINGS, almost New,  
LINOLEUMS.  
SILK DRAPES and HANGINGS.  
SOLID WALNUT DINING-ROOM FURNITURE, Latest Designs.  
VERY FINE STEEL ENGRAVINGS.  
WHITE ENAMELLED and ROSEWOOD DRAWING-ROOM FURNITURE.  
BRASS-MOUNTED STANDARD LAMP.  
Carved Oak Hall Table. 
VERY FINE AXMINSTER STAIR CARPET and RODS. 
MAJOLICA JARDINIERES and PALMS.  
MASSIVE ALL-BRASS BEDSTEAD and BEDDING of the Best Quality.  
SOLID WALNUT BEDROOM SUITE of English Manufacture,  
CONTENTS OF SEVERAL BEDROOMS.  
HANNAN'S PATENT BATH-HEATER,  
ICE CHEST, LAWN MOWER. GARDEN HOSE, TOOLS.  
KITCHEN and LAUNDRY UTENSILS. 
Garden Seats and Sundries.  
WALTER BRADLEY and CO. have been favored with instructions from Mrs. 
Lovett Cameron   to conduct the above important Sale at her residence,  
'DENE HOLLOW,' MOSMAN-STREET, MOSMAN,  
THURSDAY, JANUARY 10, at 11 a.m.  
TERMS CASH. NO RESERVE WHATEVER.  
ON VIEW WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. 

Feb 1908 An advertisement for an Under Servant appears: 

 
WANTED, good GENERAL, no washing. Apply 
before 6 p. m., to   
Mrs. SCHAUMAN, Dene Hollow,   
Mosman--street, Mosman. Telephone, 160 Mosman 

Mar 1910 First reference to Barbara Ziymack living in Dene Hollow: 

 
Roll of Persons entitled to Vote at the Election of Directors of the Pastures 
Protection Board for the Pastures Protection District of Hay. 
… 
Ziymack, Mrs Barbara Dene Hollow, Mosman Bay 

Aug 1910 Second reference to Barbara Ziymack living in Dene Hollow: 
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Notice to Whom it May Concern. 
I WILL not pay any debts contracted 
in my name without my written authority.  
BARBARA ZIYMACK. 
Dene Hollow, Mosman, 

Sep 1911 Reception held at Dene Hollow following the marriage of Barbara’s daughter Beatrice: 

 
On Thursday evening, September 21, at St. Clement's Church of England, 
Mosman, Thomas Arthur, second son of Mr and Mrs I. B. Hodgson, of 
Ernestleigh, Randwick, was married to Beatrice Lilian Hill, eldest daughter of 
Mrs B. Ziymack, of Dene Hollow, Mosman. 
  
Rev. C. I. L.   Yarrington officiated. The church was artistically decorated with 
arum lilies, daisies, and palms, three arches being formed of arum lilies and 
palms. The bride, who was given away by her brother, Mr J. F. Hill, wore a 
gown of ivory crepe de chine over satin charmeuse, trimmed with beautiful 
rose point lace. She also wore a wreath and veil, and carried a bouquet of 
white carnations and narcissi, which, with a handsome bag, was the gift of 
the bridegroom.  
  
Miss Edith Hill (sister) was bridesmaid. Mr I. B. Hodgson, jun., was best man. 
After the ceremony a reception was held at the residence of the bride's 
mother, who wore a gown of rose grey crepe de chine trimmed with 
aluminium, and a grey toque trimmed with roses and green plumes. She 
carried a posy of mauve and pink sweet-peas. The wedding breakfast was 
served in a marquee erected on the lawn, and decorated with festoons of 
white and purple stock.  
  
Later the bride and bridegroom left on their honeymoon, which is being spent 
on the mountains.  

Dec 1911 A reward offered for lost dog: 

 
LOST, Rough haired Irish Terrier Puppy. Reward,  
Dene Hollow, Mosman-st, Mos Detainer pros. 

Jul 1915 Reception held at Dene Hollow following the marriage of Barbara’s daughter Edith: 

 
WEDDINGS 
HENDRIC— HILL.   
A wedding was celebrated at St. Clement's     Church, Mosman, on June 17, the 
contracting parties being Edith Lydia Hill, second daughter of Mrs. B. Zymack of 
"Dene Hollow" Mosman, and Charles, second son of Mr. and Mrs. Hendric of 
'Kooma,' Hawthorn, Victoria. Rev Clive Yarrington officiated at the service. The 
church was decorated with flowers and palms, and evergreen arches down the 
aisle, St   Clement's choir boys preceded the bridal pro- 
cession, singing 'The Voice that Breathed O'er   Eden.' The bride was given away 
by her brother, Mr. John Hill. Her gown of ivory charmeuse was made over palest 
flesh-pink ninon. The corsage of Limerick lace over pink tulle was finished with 
silver tissue and long ends and bow of tulle at the back. The court train of 
Limerick lace over ninon and tulle was finished with sprays of silver roses and 
orange blossom. A hand-embroidered tulle veil and fall bouquet completed the 
toilet. Three tiny nieces, Melba Clough, Barbara Pressland, and Baby Hodson, 
acted as train-bearers. The bridesmaids were Misses Olga Ziymack, Daisy Hill, 
and Nellie Hendric. Mr. Norman McDougall was best man, and Mr. Arthur 
Hodgson groomsman. A reception was held at the residence of the bride's 
mother.  

Apr 1916 Edith Lydia Hendrie (Hill) gives birth to Barbara: 
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Dene Hollow Mosman, to Mr and Mrs Chas R.   
Hendrie, of Brisbane-a daughter (Barbara) 

Nov 1917 Olga Black (Ziymack) gives birth  

 
Dene Hollow, Mosman, to Mr and Mrs. Andrew Black 
(Olga Ziymack ) Ipoh, Fed. Malay States-a daughter 

Apr 1918 Creditors’ Petition re David Daniel Hill 

 
IN BANKRUPTCY. 
(Before the Registrar.) 
CREDITORS' PETITIONS. 
Re David Daniel Hill, of Dene Hollow, Mosman, formerly of Hay, ex parte Walter 
Edward Meakes, and Oscar Benjamin Meakes, both of Hay, storekeepers 
(trading as Meakes and Wheeler), and William Charles Tyson, junr. of Hay. 
Petition to be heard on the 26th inst. 

Jun 1918 Dene Hollow back on the market soon? 

 
MOSMAN, DENE HOLLOW. Mosman-street 
CHARMING RESIDENCE, shortly available, 8 ROOMS, ENTRANCE 
VESTIBULE, BATHROOM,   BREAKFAST-ROOM, kitchen, corridors, etc, 
stables, coachhouse, and detached man's room, surrounded by LAWNS, 
GARDEN'S, and improvements. Beautiful   OUTLOOK over Bay, near wharf. 

Jun 1918 Furniture and appointments for auction on order of Mrs Ziymack “in consequence of 
relinquishing house keeping at her residence, Dene-Hollow” 

 
AUCTION SALES 
MOSMAN. 
IMPORTANT SALE BY AUCTION, 
THIS DAY TUESDAY 
JUNE 4th, AT ELEVEN O'CLOCK A.M., 
BY ORDER OF MRS. ZIYMACK, 
IN CONSEQUENCE OF RELINQUISHING HOUSE 
KEEPING. 
AT HER RESIDENCE, 
DENE-HOLLOW, 
MOSMAN-STREET, MOSMAN 
(Close to Mosman Ferry Wharf). 
THE WHOLE'OF THE   
FURNITURE AND HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS, 
Including 
ROYAL AXMINSTER CARPETS 
of superior quality, 
INGRAINED LINOLEUMS, 
GLASS, CHINA, AND ELECTROPLATE, 
SUPERIOR DINING-ROOM FURNITURE, 
DRAWING-ROOM SETTEE and TWO OCCASIONAL 
CHAIRS, en suite. 
Upholstered in Silk Damask. 
HALL FURNITURE and APPOINTMENTS, 
THE COMPLETE AND MODERN FURNISHINGS 
of 
FOUR BEDROOMS and BREAKFAST-ROOM. 
BOORS, PICTURES, and ORNAMENTS. 
KITCHEN AND LAUNDRY REQUISITES, 
etc., etc., etc. 
JAMES R. LAWSON, 
VALUATOR,   
FINE ART. FURNITURE, AND GENERAL 
AUCTIONEER, 
106 AND 198 CASTLEREAGH-STREET, 
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NEAR CORNER OF PARK-STREET. 
TELEPHONE, 7456 CITY.  

Jul 1919 Dene Hollow to be auctioned. Note the mention of I. B. Hodgson Jun. alongside the selling 
agents. He was the brother of Barbara’s son-in-law, Thomas Arthur Hodgson who was 
married to Beatrice. I. B. Hodgson Jun. would later become one of three executors of 
Barbara’s will. 

 
DENE HOLLOW. 
 
An Attractive well-built RESIDENCE, fronting the western side of MOSMAN-
STREET, just above the STEPS LEADING TO THE MAIN FERRY WHARF.  
 
The CROUNDS SURROUNDING THE HOUSE are NEATLY LAID OUT as 
LAWNS, SHRUBBERY, and FLOWER GARDENS, and have 308 FEET 10 
INCHES frontage to Mosman-street, with a depth of 144 feet on one side and 114 
feet on the other, width of rear 192 feet 5 inches. 
 
The Property occupies a VERY CHOICE POSITION, commanding PERMANENT 
VIEWS ACROSS MOSMAN BAY, and is only 3 MINUTES' WALK OF THE 
FERRY. 
 
RICHARDSON and WRENCH, LTD. (in conjunction with I. B. HODGSON, Jun.), 
will sell by auction,   at the Rooms, 92 Pitt-street, on FRIDAY, 22nd AUGUST, at 
11.30 a.m. 

Sep 1919 More contents for sale: 

 
Cedar Staircase, Stoves, and Grates. Apply Saturday afternoon or Monday, Dene 
Hollow, Mosman- street. Mosman, second house to left (up steps). 

Oct 1920 Bricklayer wanted: 

 
BRICKLAYERS, 25/ and fares. Dene Hollow, Mosman-st, Mosman, 2nd house to 
left, up steps f. whf. 

Oct 1920 Labourer wanted: 

 
LABOURER wanted. Dene Hollow, Mosman-st, Mosman, 2nd house to left, up 
steps, from wharf. 

Mar 1921 First mention of flats at the address: 

 
LOST, Signet Ring, with crest. Griffin on Cap of Maintenance. Reward.  
Top Flat, Dene Hollow, 
Mosman-street, Mosman. 

Sep 1921 Stonemason quote wanted: 

 
STONEMASONS -Price wanted for Building Stone Retaining Wall, labour only. 
DENE HOLLOW, 
Mosman-street, Mosman, near main wharf. 

Nov 1921 Second mention of a flat for rent: 

 
MOSMAN, -Furnished Bedroom and Sitting room, and 
use conveniences, 3 min. from Mosman Bay wharf, 
Top Flat, Dene Hollow, 2 Mosman street. 

Feb 1922 Carpenter wanted: 

 
CARPENTER wanted. Dene Hollow, Mosman-st, 
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Mosman up steps, 2nd house to left. 

Mar 1922 Painter wanted: 

 
PAINTER wanted, labour only. Dene Hollow, Mosman-st, Mosman, 2nd House 
from Wharf 

05 Jun 1922 Death Notice: 

 
ZIYMACK -June 3 at Glen Eric Moruben road, Mosman, Barbara wife of John 
Ziymack, aged 65 years.   Hay papers please copy. 

10 Jun 1922 Obituary 

 
The death of Mrs. Barbara Ziymack occurred  suddenly at Mosman recently. She 
had a wide circle of friends, more especially around the Hay district, where she 
lived for many years, and was well known by her numerous acts of charity. She 
was a niece of the late Mr. James Tyson.  
Mrs. Ziymack has left two sons and three daughters-Mr. John Hill, of Croydon 
Park; Mr. David Hill, of Mosman; Mrs. T. A. Hodgson, of Randwick; Mrs. C. R. 
Hendrle, of Mosman; and Mrs. Andrew Black, of of Douglas Park. 

Aug 1922 Help wanted: 

 
YOUNG Domestic Help, plain cooking, two adults, 
Top Flat, near Wharf, Dene Hollow, Mosman-st, Mosman  

Sep 1922 To Let: 

 
Furnished , large Bungalow Flat, standing In  
beautifully laid out grounds, 2 min. Mosman Bay boat,  
drawing room, Crown Combinola player, entrance 
lounge, dining-rm , 3 bedrms., each room opening on to 
8ft ver., el. light, hot shower. Exquisitely furn. Linen, 
cutl., garage. Dene Hollow, Mosman-st, Mosman. 

Sep 1924 Dene Hollow to be auctioned again:  

 
IN THE CHOICEST POSITION, OVERLOOKING MOSMAN BAY. 2 MINUTES 
FROM FERRY. 
"DENE HOLLOW." A GENTLEMAN'S RESIDENCE, situate in MOSMAN-
STREET. Faithfully built of brick on stone, rough cast, Bangor slate roof. At 
present occupied as 2 Flats, comprising the following 
accommodation. 
GROUND FLOOR: Wide verandah front and side, Lounge Hall, Drawing-room, 
Living-room, 3 Bedrooms, Kitchen, Bathroom, Laundry, fitted with Gas Copper, 
etc. Electric Light. 
FIRST FLOOR: Balcony on 2 sides. Lounge-room, Drawing-room, 2 Bedrooms, 
Kitchen, Bathroom (Hot and Cold Water Service), Electric light. This flat is served 
with a SEPARATE ENTRANCE, and also has an entrance from the street level. 
GARAGE of brick on stone to hold 2 cars. 
THE LAND contains an area of 2 ROODS 28½ perches, HAVING THE GREAT 
FRONTAGE OF 294 FEET TO 'MOSMAN-STREET, by varying depths. A portion 
of which may be utilised for the erection of Homes or Flats, or for Subdivision. 
THE GROUNDS are well laid out in Gardens and Lawns. The whole property 
being In excellent order. 
TORRENS TITLE. 
RICHARDSON and WRENCH, LTD., have been 
favoured with instructions to submit this FINE RESIDENCE to PUBLIC AUCTION 
at the Rooms, 92 PITT-STREET, SYDNEY, on FRIDAY, 17th OCTOBER, at ll 
a.m. (624) 
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Oct 1924 Furniture, appointments and effects for auction: 

 
Preliminary Announcement. 
IMPORTANT AUCTION SALE - 
AT 
DENE-HOLLOW, 
MOSMAN-STREET, MOSMAN. 
WEDNESDAY, 29th OCTOBER, 11 A.M. 
JAMES R. LAWSON 
will Sell by Auction, as instructed by and for 
and on account of 
Mrs. EDITH BARHAM, 
in consequence of Relinquishing Housekeeping. 
THE ARTISTIC MODERN FURNITURE, 
APPOINTMENTS, and EFFECTS. 
VALUABLE PIANO-PLAYER, 
CROWN COMBINOLA   
(86-note model, In beautiful order.) 
EXCELLENT AXMINSTER CARPETS 
AND 
SUPERIOR HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS. 
JAMES R. IAWSON, 
VALUERS,   
FURNITURE, FINE ART, AND GENERAL 
AUCTIONEERS. 
196 and 198 CASTLEREAGH-STREET 
(near Corner of Park-street). 

 

This research was made possible using the amazing reference material available on the National 

Library of Australia web site. Here’s the link: http://trove.nla.gov.au/  
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