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Introduction 
My great-grandmother, Barbara Ziymack, started life in 1857 as the child of convict 

stock. She first married a blacksmith who was also of convict stock and then, after he 

died, married a man from Ukraine thought to have been travelling in Australia with a 

circus.  

She would have continued living the typical hard, 

anonymous farm life of a struggling country woman but 

for one thing: at the age of 43 in the year 1900 she 

inherited something in the order of AU$12 million in 

today’s money. 

Life had been tough until then; her mother died giving 

birth to her, then her father died when she was 17. 

From two husbands she gave birth to seven children. 

Two died before their first birthday. Then came the 

inheritance. Wealth brought more unhappiness and 

personal tragedy than she could ever have imagined. 

Her second husband took her youngest daughter from 

her, and a very public custody battle ensued. Then her 

eldest son died, her middle son married a girl she did 

not like and her youngest son was declared bankrupt at the age of 24.  

Barbara was at the centre of long and bitter litigation during her life, and after her 

death in 1922 litigation concerning her estate continued for more than two decades, 

leading to rivalry, estrangement and unhappiness amongst her descendants that 

lasted into the next century. 

The beginning – Barbara’s ancestry 
Barbara’s story began with the transportation of convicts to Australia. In 1787 the 

British Government sent 760 convicts on the first fleet of 11 ships. They arrived almost 

eight months later in Port Jackson in January 1788 and established the first settlement 

in Sydney Cove. Over the next 80 years another 168,000 convicts were shipped to 

several Australian penal colonies.  After serving their time, typically seven years, they 

became free and were called emancipists, enjoying full rights as citizens. Some were 

given conditional pardons within their term as a convict, usually for services to the 

colony. About half of all convicts stayed in Australia and quite a few were granted 

small landholding. Many prospered and some became very successful in business, 

commerce, agriculture and as pastoralists.  
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Accompanying the convicts to Australia were soldiers. Their responsibility was to 

protect the colony from threats by other countries, threats from aborigines, and to 

control the convicts. Of course there were no prisons for the vast majority of convicts; 

isolation and the fear of aborigines was the invisible fence that kept all but a few from 

trying to escape. Some incorrigible convicts were sent to harsh, isolated penal 

settlements such as Norfolk Island, about 1700kms ENE of Sydney, and Port Arthur in 

Van Diemen's Land (Tasmania), about 1100kms SSW of Sydney. 

Free settlers also travelled to Australia during this time. In 1830 an assisted passage 

scheme was introduced to increase the supply of skilled workers. By 1850 about 

187,000 had arrived from Britain.  

By the end of convict transportation in 1868 Australia’s white population had grown to 

about 1,500,000, with 55% being male. 

In 1809, one of the convicts to arrive in Port Jackson 

was Isabella Marie Tyson (née Coulson), aged 22. She 

had been convicted of stealing twenty-three yards of 

cotton and a leather purse containing three shillings 

and sixpence. The sentence was transportation for 

seven years.  Her husband, William Tyson, was 27 at 

the time and a grenadier with the Royal Cumberland 

Militia. He was able to gain passage as an employee 

of a wealthy passenger on the same ship as Isabella. 

Accompanying them was their second-born child 

William, just one year old at the time. For reasons 

unknown they had to leave behind Margaret, their 

three-year old first-born.  

Female convicts were often assigned to free settlers 

as housekeepers or maids, so it wasn’t unusual that 

on arrival in Sydney Cove Isabella was assigned to her husband.  

She must have been made of hardy stock: Isabella had nine more children in Australia 

and outlived two husbands, dying in 1874 at the age of 87. 

Her seventh child, James Tyson, was destined for fame. He began his working life as a 

farm labourer before becoming a squatter along the Murrumbidgee and Lachlan 

Rivers with his brothers William and John. His fortunes took a sudden turn for the 

better with the Bendigo gold rush. Rather than joining the diggers, he saw an 

opportunity to sell meat to the miners. He bought cattle at good prices and walked 

them to Bendigo where he and his brothers had set up a butchery. The demand for 
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meat was high as was the price the miners were willing to pay. With the profits he 

turned his attention to acquiring land to run sheep and cattle. 

One of James Tyson’s other siblings was Barbara, born in 1821. In 1838, just 16 years 

old, she married William Henry Diogenes Herring, an emancipated convict. He was 

born in 1812 in the United Kingdom, and had been transported to Port Jackson in 1829 

for stealing a watch.  

A year and a half later their first child died just one week after birth. The third child 

died at 11 years, the fourth at 12 and the sixth at 17 months. Sometime between 1852 

and 1857 Barbara and William Herring moved to Tupra Station, one of James Tyson’s 

properties near Oxley, NSW. In 1857 Barbara died at 36 years of age while giving birth 

to her eighth child, who was named Barbara in memory of her departed mother.  

So Barbara grew up without a mother. Then her father William Herring died when she 

was only 17. She most likely continued to live on Tupra Station with some of the other 

Tyson relatives looking after her. 

Barbara marries 
In 1877 at 20 years of age she married my great grandfather, David Daniel Hill, in 

Balranald, NSW. David was the son of a convict who had been transported to Van 

Diemen's Land (Tasmania) in 1822. He was a blacksmith and was probably working for 

the Tysons on one of their properties when he met Barbara. 

Barbara and David had seven children. The second died at five months of age and the 

fourth at seven months. Then David died in Hay in 1893 at the age of 43 just one 

month after their seventh child was born. The child was named David Daniel in 

memory of his father.  

Twenty months later Barbara married John Zanovi Ziymack1. Barbara was 37 and John, 

who had been working for James Tyson on Tupra Station, was 42. Little is known of 

John, other than his birth in Kherson, Ukraine in 1852. My father maintains he was 

travelling in Australia with a circus.  

The wedding ceremony and reception were held in Oxley. The Riverine Grazier (Hay) 

reported that the wedding ball was attended by everyone in Oxley, along with many 

from the surrounding district. The festivities continued through the night until sunrise 

the next morning. 

                                                     
1 The NSW Birth, Deaths and Marriages records show John’s surname as Zujmack at the time of his 
marriage to Barbara. There is no record of this spelling ever being used again except on his death 
certificate. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article140002883
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A little over a year later in 1896 their one and only child, Olga Ellen was born, bringing 

to six the number of Barbara’s living children. 

At that time the richest man in Australia was Barbara’s uncle, James Tyson. He had 

made his fortune acquiring land throughout New South Wales and Queensland to run 

sheep and cattle. When he died in 1898 he was not married and he didn’t leave a will. 

His estate included more than five million acres and was valued at £2,364,762 or 

about AU$340 million in today’s money.   

Tyson had been a frugal man who, in the space of 79 years, had gone from the son of a 

poor convict mother to unimaginable wealth. There were hundreds of stories in 

newspapers of the day talking about his great wealth and idiosyncratic life. He never 

smoked, drank alcohol or swore, and travelled between his properties through the 

states of New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland on horse-back in the early days, 

and later on trains and steamers. He always travelled second or third class and used 

false names to avoid the attention that went with fame. He had the reputation of 

being very tight with money, but privately he donated to many charities and 

organisations. After his death Banjo Patterson, one of Australia’s most famous poets, 

immortalised Tyson in his poem called T.Y.S.O.N.  The last four lines pointed to the 

many generous donations Tyson had quietly made in his lifetime that would ensure his 

entry through the pearly gates. 

Old Peter'll say: "Let's pass him through; 

There's many a thing he used to do, 

Good-hearted things that no one knew; 

That's T.Y.S.O.N."  

The states of New South Wales and Queensland 

battled in the courts over the death duties owing on 

Tyson’s estate, and it wasn’t until April 1900 that an 

interim disposition of the estate to his beneficiaries 

was announced. £124,000 was withheld against the 

possibility of claims by descendants of his eldest 

sibling, Margaret, who had been left behind in England 

when his mother was transported to Australia. For a 

time there was speculation Margaret had moved to the 

United States, and that there might be descendants 

there. In December 1899 the New York Times reported 

that 270 claims against the estate had been made by US citizens. It wasn’t until 

November of 1904 that the withheld portion of the estate was distributed after all US 

and other claims were dismissed. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/tyson-james-985
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/paterson-andrew-barton-banjo-7972
http://www.qhatlas.com.au/quotation/tyson-banjo-paterson-1898
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Barbara is suddenly rich 
James Tyson outlived all his siblings, so the courts ruled that his estate should be 

shared by their descendants. One of those was his niece Barbara Ziymack. Her share 

was £80,000, or about AU11.5 million in today’s money. This must have been an 

immense challenge for a woman who would later be described in a court case as an 

illiterate woman who had been living in great poverty. 

Just days after details of the inheritance were widely reported in local and national 

newspapers, Barbara either ordered her husband John Ziymack from their home or he 

left. (Both versions were later presented in court.) Either way, he took with him Olga, 

their three-year-old child. Barbara immediately posted notices in all the local papers 

that she would not be responsible for any of John Ziymack’s debts and began court 

proceedings to regain custody of Olga. 

Thus began Barbara’s first taste of litigation. 

Barbara’s first court case – versus her husband 
On 27th April 1900 Barbara Ziymack made an application in the Supreme Court for 

custody of Olga. She claimed her husband John had no means of support, that she had 

supported him for the past 12 months, that he had left her, taking Olga with him, and 

that he had placed Olga in the care of a woman called Maria Hellestrand. In reply, 

John Ziymack claimed that Barbara ordered him from the house, and that he had 

gone, taking Olga with him. He said he was willing to return and live amicably with 

Barbara. He added that he had worked for James Tyson for 18 years, had supported 

Barbara and her children from the previous marriage and that he deserved a portion 

of the inheritance. 

On the 4th May in the Equity Court the Judge ordered John Ziymack to hand over Olga 

there and then, which he did. He was granted access to Olga three times weekly 

between the hours of 4 and 5pm. There is no record of him gaining a share of the 

inheritance. 

Maria Hellestrand later sued John Ziymack, claiming unpaid board and lodgings for 

Olga and John. The verdict was in favour of John. 

Barbara’s second court case – versus her daughter-in-law 
On July 31 1900 The Riverine Grazier newspaper announced Barbara had bought a 

6,500-acre property at Old Junee called Rockview from the estate of the late Mr. David 

Robertson for £18,000 (about AU$2.5 million today). It reported that it was one of the 

best in the district and that she planned to build a large mansion on the estate. It also 

reported that she had bought the iconic Paling’s Warehouse in George Street Sydney, 
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a property that would be at the centre of lengthy litigation long after Barbara’s death. 

Her eldest son William took up residence at Rockview at the age of 22.  

The year 1901 concluded on a positive note for Barbara, with three of her children 

being mentioned in The Riverine Grazier report of the Sacred Heart High School 

Breaking-up and Prize-Giving.  In the Kindergarten prize list Olga, then five, was 

awarded for General Improvement and David Hill (seven) was awarded for regular 

attendance and arithmetic. Edith Hill (nine) performed on the piano and received a 

Junior Division Award for highest aggregate marks, success in musical examination, 

regular attendance, and French. There were also two Tyson prize-winners in 

kindergarten: Master Willie Tyson and Master Fred Tyson. They were probably William 

Charles Junior (about 8) and Frederick Ernest (about 7), children of William Charles 

Tyson who was the nephew of Barbara on her mother’s side.  

In July 1902 her eldest son William (living on the Rockview station) married Susan 

Guest in Narrandera. She was the daughter of a neighbouring land-holder. 

In September 1902 there was more good press for Barbara: The Riverine 

Grazier reported a £5 donation from Mrs Ziymack towards the Parish Hall restoration 

fund. This would be about AU$700 in today’s money. This was one of many donations 

made by Barbara in the years following her inheritance. 

Then in March 1903 Barbara’s eldest son William died suddenly of natural causes. He 

had been married to Susan only eight months. The death was widely reported in the 

newspapers of the region and also in Sydney. The most comprehensive was this one in 

the Narandera2[sic] Argus. A number of details were inaccurate, as noted. 

Intelligence was received here early on Tuesday morning that Mr. William 

Charles Hill, of Rockview, Junee (who eight months ago was married locally to 

Miss Susan Guest) had expired suddenly during the previous night. Mr. Hill 

being a young man of robust constitution, the news caused a great shock to those 

who knew him, and much sympathy was felt for his young wife in her deep 

trouble. It appears that Mr. and Mrs. Hill retired as usual on Monday night. 

During the night Mrs. Hill was disturbed by apparent restlessness on the part of 

her husband, and awakened just in time to prevent him falling to the floor. Seeing 

that he was in some kind of a fit, she placed wet towels round his head and at his 

request, opened the door. She then went to the overseer's cottage for assistance. 

Mr. Davis came and assisted her to take the now unconscious man out into the 

open air; but in a few minutes he expired. A messenger had been sent to Junee for 

Dr. Button, who pronounced that the deceased had died in an epileptic fit. Up to 

the previous evening Mr. Hill had been in his usual good health. The deceased 

was only 38 years of age [actually 25], and the only son [actually the eldest] of 

Mrs. Ziymack, of Hay, one of the Tyson legatees, who placed him in possession 

of the Rockview Estate on his marriage. [actually before the marriage] It was 

                                                     
2 At this time Narandera was the common spelling. Later it became Narrandera. 
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proposed to convey the body to Hay for interment, but owing to the 

inconvenience of trains, it was decided that the burial should take place in 

Narandera. Accordingly on Wednesday morning the mourners and coffin arrived 

by the mail train. The casket was taken to St. Thomas' Church, where it lay until 

4 o'clock, at which hour a large concourse of friends of Mrs. Hill's family 

assembled and followed the funeral to the cemetery. The Rev. G. R, F. Nobbs, 

who had so recently performed the marriage service for the deceased in the same 

church, fulfilled the last sacred rites. Numerous beautiful wreaths covered 

the casket. 

(1903, March 27). Narandera Argus and Riverina Advertiser (NSW : 1893 - 1953), p. 3 

The extensive reporting of the death in so many newspapers was understandable. The 

memory of Australia’s richest man, James Tyson, and the lengthy litigation over his 

estate was still quite fresh. William’s mother Barbara was a legatee of the Tyson 

estate, William was young, reportedly popular in the region and left behind a recent 

and young bride.  

The Hay newspaper ran a copy of the Narandera Argus report of the death on 30 

March. Four days later they published a correction: 

We regret that in the paragraph which appeared in our issue of the 30th March, 

respecting the death of the late Mr. W. C. Hill, which paragraph we copied from 

the Narandera Argus, some inaccuracies appeared. It was there stated that the 

deceased gentleman was the only son of Mrs. Ziymack, of Hay; that he was 

33years of age ; and that his mother placed him in possession of the Rockview 

estate on his marriage — all of which statements were incorrect. Mr. W. C. Hill 

was the eldest, but not the only son of Mrs Ziymack ; he was 25 years of age; 

and his position at Rockview was that of manager for his mother, not that of 

owner of the property. 

 (1903, April 3). The Riverine Grazier (Hay), p. 2. 

The inaccuracies are generally ones any grieving mother would want corrected, but 

the clarification of William Hill’s role as the manager of Rockview, not the owner, is 

intriguing and would later become very important in litigation between Barbara 

Ziymack and Susan, the widow of her son. 

William Hill had died without leaving a will, and his wife Susan was appointed 

administrator of the estate. There was apparently an initial agreement between 

Ziymack and Susan Hill concerning the estate shortly after her husband’s death, and 

Susan then left the property. However she was pregnant, and exactly five months to 

the day after her husband’s death she gave birth to Barbara’s first grandson, named 

William in memory of his father. 

At this point Susan Hill felt the previous agreement with Barbara was no longer valid, 

and should be set aside. The point at issue was not the property Rockview itself but 
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the stock, implements and certain furniture on the station. She held that her new-

born son was entitled to two thirds and she was entitled to the other third. When 

agreement could not be reached she sued Barbara Ziymack for the value of the goods 

that were by that time in the possession of Barbara. 

In December of 1904 litigation commenced, and would continue for the next three 

and a half years before being settled in the High Court of Australia. Regional and 

national newspapers closely watched and reported on the progress of the case. It’s 

impossible to know the feelings of Barbara’s local community at the time, but I can 

guess that sympathies may have been with the widow of Barbara’s eldest son and the 

fatherless child.  

On the very last day of 1907 at one of the hearings in the High Court the Chief Justice 

asked, 

…was the whole matter not a ridiculous family feud?   

Whichever party succeeded there would probably be more litigation. It seemed a 

shocking thing that this widow's estate should be squandered in litigation.  

Counsel said there had been attempts at a settlement, but without success.   

The Chief Justice said it was most desirable that the litigation should be ended, 

and Mr. Justice Barton added that no one could sit there without thinking that it 

was a most disastrous thing altogether. 

(1907, December 31). Narandera Argus and Riverina Advertiser (NSW), p. 5 

In the continuing proceedings of the High Court early in 1908 it was noted that 

Ziymack was an illiterate woman who had been living in great poverty until the 

inheritance. (In an earlier hearing it was reported she had been living at Myra, near 

Hay, and the deceased, her son William, who lived with her, was employed milking 

cows at 12s a week.) 

On Wednesday 1st April 1908 the High Court of Australia gave its final judgement. The 

verdict was for Ziymack to pay Hill £3,114 (about AU$500,000) plus costs to Hill. These 

costs would have been considerable over the years; in the final hearing alone there 

were four Kings Councils appearing. 

Over the next few days the verdict was reported in at least eight newspapers: Sydney 

(2), Melbourne, Adelaide (2), Narrandera, Wagga Wagga and Hay. Here are some 

extracts from an article in the Hay newspaper The Riverine Grazier. The comments of 

the judges could not have helped Barbara’s reputation in the district: 

“The litigation arose out of disputed questions as to the terms on which the 

property was occupied...” 
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The Chief Justice observed, “…after a life of poverty respondent [Ziymack] had 

recently come into the possession of a large fortune, and desired to give her eldest 

son a start in life in a business for which the command of considerable sums of 

money was necessary, the prima facie presumption was, in His Honor's opinion, 

that repayment of the sums in question was not contemplated by either party, 

and there was nothing to rebut that presumption.” [My bolding] 

“It was obvious, said His Honor, that the object of the suit was to escape from 

liability to pay the judgment debt. That object had entirely failed, and the several 

claims on which the attempt was based had equally failed. At best, the plaintiff 

was in the position of an unsuccessful plaintiff in a common law action.” 

“The order dismissing the suit should, therefore, be prefaced by a declaration 

that, in the opinion of the Court, the plaintiff [Ziymack] was not entitled to any 

relief at law or in Equity, in respect of the several claims set up by her. Mr Justice 

Barton3 concurred, and Mr. Justice Isaacs agreed in a separate judgment.” 

(1908, April 3). The Riverine Grazier (Hay, NSW p. 2.) 

 Here is another: 

AFTER MANY YEARS 

LITIGATION ENDED. 

MELBOURNE, April 1 

Years of litigation have ended by the decision which the High Court gave 

today in the appeal case Hill v. Ziymack. The litigation originally arose over the 

estate known as Rock View, near Junee. Mrs. Ziymack purchased it, and placed 

her son (W. C. Hill) in charge. Hill died, and a dispute arose regarding the terms 

upon which the property should be occupied. A Supreme Court action resulted in 

a verdict for Mrs. Hill, but the Full Court, on appeal, ordered a new trial. The 

High Court overruled this decision. Mrs. Ziymack then brought a suit in equity, 

and it was decreed that there be paid to her £792, with interest, and also that she 

was entitled to recover certain other moneys paid out in the discharge of the 

liabilities incurred by W. C. Hill. Mrs. Hill then appealed to the High Court on 

various grounds. The Chief Justice, in giving judgment, said no part of the 

decision could stand. The appeal would be allowed, and judgment should be in 

such form as to preclude further litigation on the same causes of action.  

(1908, April 2). The Register (Adelaide), p. 6. 

This final comment suggests the High Court judges expected Ziymack to continuing 

pursuing Hill unless they made a ruling against it.  

                                                     
3 Justice Sir Edmund Barton was one of the three Federal High Court Judges who heard this final appeal. 
He had been the very first Prime Minister of Australia from 1 January 1901 until he resigned on 24 
September 1903. 
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Barbara moves to Sydney 
As the litigation drew to a close in January 1908, Barbara Ziymack published a notice in 

the local Hay newspaper saying she would not responsible for any debts contracted by 

her youngest son, David Daniel Hill. At the time he was only 14 years and 3 months 

old. There’s no other information about what was happening. However it’s likely he 

was charging goods to his mother’s accounts around town. This was the first sign that 

David was going to be a problem for his mother. 

Over the years following her inheritance, Barbara made many donations to the 

hospital, church and other local charities in Hay. In February 1909, the parishioners of 

St Paul’s Anglican Church held a farewell gathering for Barbara to mark her departure 

to take up residence in Sydney. They gratefully acknowledged her many donations to 

the church and to other charities in the district. 

Remembering that Barbara’s original plan was to build a mansion on the Rockview 

station, her decision to move to Sydney instead was an interesting one. Perhaps some 

of the reasons were: 

 Moving her daughter Olga away from her father; 

 Moving her youngest child David Daniel Hill away from bad influences in the 

district; 

 Leaving a district where Barbara’s reputation had been damaged by the long 

court battle with the widow of her eldest son. 

Although she was now incredibly wealthy, she may have believed the locals still saw 

her as just a “jumped-up” uneducated woman, rather than legitimate landed gentry. 

By moving to Sydney she may have believed she could make a fresh start, arriving as a 

wealthy woman without the baggage of the Riverina reputation. 

Whatever the reason, about 1909 

she moved to her new home, a 

mansion called Dene Hollow in 

Mosman, Sydney. It was on about 

one acre of land fronting Mosman 

Street on the eastern side and with 

uninterrupted views westward 

overlooking Mosman Bay, just two 

minutes’ walk from the wharf.  

 

  
Figure 1 Dene Hollow probably around 1910. Seated, Edith and 
Lillian Hill and Olga Ziymack playing with the dog. An unknown 
friend is on the far right, and the figure on the far left, almost out 
of frame, could be Barbara Ziymack. 
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Barbara’s children 
All Barbara Ziymack’s surviving children moved to Dene Hollow with her: 

 Beatrice Lillian Hill, about 22 at the time 

 John Frederick Roland Hill, about 19 

 Edith Lydia Hill, about 17 

 David Daniel Hill, about 16 

 Olga Ellen Ziymack, about 11 

The next year Barbara again was concerned that people were running up debts in her 

name, and in August placed this announcement in the Hay newspaper: 

Notice to Whom it May Concern. 

I WILL not pay any debts contracted in my name without my written authority.  

BARBARA ZIYMACK. 

Dene Hollow, Mosman. 

Unlike earlier notices, this one did not name 

an individual. 

The girls of Barbara 

In 1911 Barbara may have felt her decision to 

move to Sydney was paying off when her 

eldest daughter, Beatrice Lillian, married. 

Here’s the announcement, curiously only 

published in a Hay newspaper. 

On Thursday evening, September 21, at St. 

Clement's Church of England, Mosman, 

Thomas Arthur, second son of Mr and Mrs 

I. B. Hodgson, of Ernestleigh, Randwick, 

was married to Beatrice Lilian Hill, eldest 

daughter of Mrs B. Ziymack, of Dene 

Hollow, Mosman.  

Rev. C. I. L. Yarrington officiated. The 

church was artistically decorated with arum 

lilies, daisies, and palms, three arches 

being formed of arum lilies and palms. 

The bride, who was given away by her brother, Mr J. F. Hill, wore a gown 

of ivory crepe de chine over satin charmeuse, trimmed with beautiful rose 

point lace. She also wore a wreath and veil, and carried a bouquet of white 

carnations and narcissi, which, with a handsome bag, was the gift of the 

bridegroom.  

 

Figure 2 Edith (seated) and Lillian 
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Miss Edith Hill (sister) was bridesmaid. Mr I. B. Hodgson, jun., was best 

man. After the ceremony a reception was held at the residence of the bride's 

mother, who wore a gown of rose grey crepe de chine trimmed with aluminium, 

and a grey toque trimmed with roses and green plumes. She carried a posy of 

mauve and pink sweet-peas. The wedding breakfast was served in a 

marquee erected on the lawn, and decorated with festoons of white and purple 

stock.  

Later the bride and bridegroom left on their honeymoon, which is being spent 

on the mountains. 

1911, September 29. The Riverine Grazier (Hay), p. 2. 

In October the following year they christened their first born Evelyn Barbara. 

In 1915, Edith Lydia Hill married. This time it was announced in a Sydney newspaper, 

but for some reason the announcement did not appear until a little over three weeks 

after the wedding. 

A wedding was celebrated at St. Clement's Church, Mosman, on June 17, the 

contracting parties being Edith Lydia Hill, second daughter of Mrs. B. Ziymack 

of "Dene Hollow" Mosman, and Charles, second son of Mr. and Mrs. Hendric 

[Hendrie] of 'Kooma,' Hawthorn, Victoria.  

Rev Clive Yarrington officiated at the service. The church was decorated with 

flowers and palms, and evergreen arches down the aisle, St Clement's choir boys 

preceded the bridal procession, singing 'The Voice that Breathed O'er Eden.' The 

bride was given away by her brother, Mr. John Hill. Her gown of 

ivory charmeuse was made over palest flesh-pink ninon. The corsage of Limerick 

lace over pink tulle was finished with silver tissue and long ends and bow of tulle 

at the back. The court train of Limerick lace over ninon and tulle was finished 

with sprays of silver roses and orange blossom. A hand-embroidered tulle veil 

and fall bouquet completed the toilet. Three tiny nieces, Melba Clough, Barbara 

Pressland, and Baby Hodgson, acted as train-bearers.  

The bridesmaids were Misses Olga Ziymack, Daisy Hill, and Nellie Hendric. Mr. 

Norman McDougall was best man, and Mr. Arthur Hodgson groomsman.  

A reception was held at the residence of the bride's mother. [Dene Hollow] 

(1915, July 4). Sunday Times (Sydney, NSW), p. 5. 

More happy news for Barbara emerged nine months and four days later when Edith 

Hendrie gave birth to a baby girl at Dene Hollow. She was christened Barbara. 

HENDRIE -March 21, 1916 at her mother's residence, Dene Hollow Mosman, to 

Mr and Mrs Chas R. Hendrie, of Brisbane - a daughter (Barbara). 

(1916, April 12). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW), p. 12. 

At this time it appears Edith and Charles Hendrie were residing in Brisbane. 
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Later the same year Olga, the youngest daughter, and Andrew Black announced their 

engagement. Of interest was the address given for Andrew: Kuala Lumpur. (My father 

believes he was involved in tin mining there.) Also noteworthy was the reappearance 

of John Ziymack in the announcement (Mr. and Mrs. John Ziymack). Previous 

announcements had been under the name of Mrs. B. Ziymack. 

The engagement is announced of Olga, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Ziymack, 

Dene Hollow, Mosman, to Mr. Andrew Black, Kuala Lumpur, Federated Malay 

States. 

(1916, November 12). Sunday Times(Sydney), p. 5. 

In January 1917 they were married. Several things were noteworthy here: the 

marriage was in Singapore and the announcement was dated two months after the 

wedding. At first glance the newspaper seems to be a rather obscure publication, but 

in fact its coverage was the greater western region of Sydney and parts of northwest 

Sydney.  

BLACK— ZIYMACK.— At the Presbyterian Church, Singapore, on 19th 

January, by the Rev. W. Cross, Andrew, eldest son of Mr. John Black, The 

Avenue, Granville, to Olga, youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ziymack, of Dene 

Hollow, Mosman. 

(1917, March 17). The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate (Parramatta), p. 6. 

In November of the same year their first child was born. She was christened Barbara. 

Again there are some interesting aspects to this: online records list her birth date one 

month earlier than the birth date given in this newspaper announcement; John 

Ziymack has gone missing from the announcement; Andrew Black’s address is still in 

the Federated Malay States, but this time in the city of Ipoh. 

BLACK.—November 8, 1917, at her mother's residence, Dene Hollow, Mosman, 

to Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Black (Olga Ziymack ) Ipoh, Fed. Malay States—a 

daughter. 

(1917, November 17). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW), p. 12. 

Summing up the incongruities in these announcements for Andrew and Olga: 

 The marriage took place in Singapore and was announced two months after 

the date of the marriage.  

 The parents of Olga were listed as Mr. and Mrs. John Ziymack.  

 The wedding announcement was in a newspaper never before used by Barbara 

or her family (The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate). 

 The birth date of the daughter was listed one month later than the online 

records. 
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Is it possible that Olga and Andrew eloped? Barbara Ziymack would normally have 

proudly announced the engagement in a prominent newspaper. Was Barbara upset 

about the circumstance of the ‘engagement’? Perhaps this might have led to the 

engagement notice being placed by Andrew’s parents. As they lived in Granville this 

could explain the choice of the Parramatta newspaper for the announcement. It might 

also explain the gaffe of including John Ziymack in the announcement. But why the 

rubbery dates for the announcements of the wedding and the birth date of their 

daughter Barbara? These might be explained by the sensitivities of the day in relation 

to pregnant brides. Whatever the circumstances, normality seems to have returned 

when the baby was born at Dene Hollow, where the wedding receptions of Barbara 

Ziymack’s daughters Beatrice and Edith had taken place, and where Barbara’s first two 

grandchildren were born. 

The sons of Barbara 

While the daughters were getting married and having children, what was happening 

with the sons? 

The youngest, David Daniel Hill first married two years after Barbara died, and I’ll 

cover his life later. The other surviving son was John Frederick Roland Hill, my great 

grandfather. 

Before talking about John it’s worth revisiting the issue of mixed marriages in 

Australian society. In Australia today a mixed marriage generally carries the meaning 

of a marriage between different ethnic groups. However as recently as 1970, when I 

was first married, any mention of mixed marriages was assumed to be a marriage 

between a protestant and a Catholic. It was something parents advised against and 

that caused others to raise their eyebrows. Three or four generations earlier, the 

terms Irish and Catholic were almost interchangeable, and they were considered 

something of an underclass in a predominantly white Anglican population. The stigma 

of mixed marriages then was very much greater. Research in 1961 by Hans Mol found 

mixed marriages accounted for just 20% of marriages. 

  

http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/421597
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John Frederick Roland Hill 

Now back to my grandfather, John Frederick 

Roland Hill. Around 1912 when John was about 22 

and living in Dene Hollow he met a girl working in 

a kiosk on Mosman Wharf. Her name was Pearl 

Eunice Shaw. She was about 15 at the time, and 

was of Catholic parents from Sligo County on the 

north-west coast of Ireland. She may in fact have 

been born in Ireland, as I can’t find an Australian 

birth certificate. 

A commonly-recounted family story tells of an 

occasion when Pearl knocked on the front door of 

Barbara Ziymack’s home, Dene Hollow. The maid 

answered and Pearl asked to see John. On hearing 

this, Barbara Ziymack told her to go around to the 

servants’ entrance. It is believed that after this 

Pearl vowed never to set foot in Dene Hollow. 

Pearl and John married on 21 January 1913 at Mosman. The commonly-quoted date of 

birth for Pearl is 7 December 1896. If this is true then she was 16 years, 1 month, 14 

days old when married. However there is some doubt about the birth date. What is 

certain is that Pearl and John had to gain special 

dispensation from the Catholic Archbishop of Sydney to 

marry “without publication of banns”4. The document 

under the seal of the Archbishop was dated 21 January 

1913, the exact day they married. Their first child was 

born 8 months, 4 days later. 

There was no announcement of the wedding in the 

newspapers. The first six of John and Pearl’s children 

were born while Barbara Ziymack was still living, but not 

one was announced in the papers. This supports the 

belief that Barbara was extremely displeased with John’s 

choice of wife. 

                                                     
4 The announcement of the names of persons contemplating marriage. Its object is to discover any 
impediments to a proposed marriage. 
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David Daniel Hill 

Barbara’s youngest son, David Daniel Hill, was mentioned in a Creditor’s Petition in 

April of 1918. He owed money to storekeepers Meakes and Wheeler, a prominent 

department store in Hay, and to William Tyson Jun., his first cousin, also living in Hay. 

Later in the same month a sequestration order5 was made. 

Later in August of the same year more details regarding David Daniel Hill’s bankruptcy 

appeared in The Sydney Morning Herald, The Riverine Grazier (Hay), Warwick 

Examiner and Times (Qld), The Uralla Times and District Advocate (NSW) and Singleton 

Argus (NSW). The extensive reporting suggests David may have gained some notoriety 

by then. 

Summing up the various reports, the details that emerged were these:  

 David was just 24 and although formerly a man 

of independent means was now a labourer. 

 He claimed the cause of his bankruptcy was 

losing his share in Paling's buildings, George-

street. He owned a fifth share in Paling's-

buildings. His brother [John Frederick Roland] 

and his three sisters owned the remaining 

shares.  

 He acquired this share through his 

mother, Mrs. Ziymack, one of Tyson's 

beneficiaries.  

 The value of his interest in Paling’s was 

£15,000. (About AU$1.25 million today) 

 He had drawn an income of about £348 a year, 

since 1914.  

 He mortgaged his interest in Paling’s to Mr. 

Murray Prior, otherwise Mr. Bertram Murray, in Elizabeth-street. He wanted a 

loan and borrowed £70 from him, giving him security over his interest in 

Paling's-buildings. He was paying him interest at the rate of 34 and 27 per cent. 

He borrowed the money to pay debts. 

 The terms of his settlement by his mother in Palings prohibited the mortgage 

and so he lost the property. 

 His mother had advanced about £1350 to him over the previous three years. 

He used the money to “give loans to different people”. 

 He went horse racing, and thought he had won, not lost money. 

                                                     
5 A sequestration order (the seizing of assets) results from an involuntary bankruptcy following a court 
application by creditors. 
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 He gambled and thought he had won money there too. 

 He denied he had led a fast life over the past few years. 

 He denied he had spent a lot of money on drink. 

 He had hired motor cars for six or seven weeks at a time for £5 a day. [About 

AU$420 per day or AU$20,000+ over seven weeks in today’s money.) 

 He thought he had received about £10,000 out of his mother's estate since 

1914. (About AU$840,000+ in today’s money.) 

 He had once had a home called Cremona6, in Bromley-avenue, Cremorne, 

which he mortgaged for £1100, and a further sum of £350. His mother had 

stepped in and taken over the property, and she now had it. 

 He had played hazards7 and poker for fairly high stakes with Mr William Tyson, 

Senior8 at the South Hay Hotel. 

 His liabilities were £368/8/10 (about AU$31,000), including £104 (AU$8,000+) 

to David Jones for clothing, etc. over a period of 12 months. 

 He claimed he had tried to enlist with the armed forces up to nine times, and 

would go now if accepted. (This was three months before the end of the Great 

War.) 

This must have been a very trying time for Barbara Ziymack, knowing that all her 

relatives, friends, neighbours, acquaintances and probably most of the population of 

NSW and Queensland were reading about her wayward son. He was also getting a 

reputation as a heavy drinker with a bad temper. 

At about the same time as David Daniel Hill was going through bankruptcy, Barbara 

Ziymack placed Dene Hollow on the market. There is no evidence of why she was 

selling, but perhaps with the daughters married, the youngest son bankrupt and the 

other son having married a Catholic, Barbara felt it was time to move on. 

In June 1918 all the furniture and household effects were listed for auction “By order 

of Mrs. Ziymack, in consequence of relinquishing house keeping”.  Then, in August 

1919 Dene Hollow was listed for auction:  

DENE HOLLOW. 

An Attractive well-built RESIDENCE, fronting the western side of MOSMAN-

STREET, just above the STEPS LEADING TO THE MAIN FERRY WHARF.  

The CROUNDS SURROUNDING THE HOUSE are NEATLY LAID OUT as 

LAWNS, SHRUBBERY, and FLOWER GARDENS, and have 308 FEET 10 

                                                     
6 Bromley Avenue today is a short street directly across Mosman Bay from Dene Hollow. There are only 
five homes in the street, all about 100 years old or more. Which one is/was Cremona is unknown. 
7 Hazards is a dice game. 
8 William Tyson Senior and David Daniel Hill were first cousins once removed. 
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INCHES frontage to Mosman-street, with a depth of 144 feet on one side and 114 

feet on the other, width of rear 192 feet 5 inches. 

The Property occupies a VERY CHOICE POSITION, commanding 

PERMANENT VIEWS ACROSS MOSMAN BAY, and is only 3 MINUTES' 

WALK OF THE FERRY. 

RICHARDSON and WRENCH, LTD. (in conjunction with I. B. HODGSON, 

Jun.), will sell by auction,   at the Rooms, 92 Pitt-street, on FRIDAY, 22nd 

AUGUST, at 11.30 a.m. 

(1919, July 19). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW), p. 15.  

Of great interest here is the mention of I. B. Hodgson, Jun. assisting the estate agent. 

Isaac Barker Hodgson, Jun. was the brother of Thomas Arthur Hodgson, the husband 

of Beatrice Lillian Hill. It appears that Barbara Ziymack was more willing to entrust the 

task to her daughter’s brother-in-law than to her sons.  

An auction listing for Dene Hollow in The Sydney Morning Herald a month later 

gives more information about the home: 

It is built of brick on stone foundation, slated roof, has porch (tiled), also 

verandah (tiled), and balcony in front, and contains vestibule, drawing and dining 

rooms, office, breakfast-room of wood, 4 bedrooms, 'bathroom, pantry, china 

closet, and kitchen; cellar in basement; detached motor garage, laundry, and 2 

bedrooms of brick, 2 stalls and toolhouse of wood; bushhouse and man's room of 

wood.      

(1919, August 20). The Sydney Morning Herald(NSW : 1842 - 1954), p. 14. 

It’s not certain that the home was sold, but about a year later a flat is offered for rent 

in Dene Hollow:  

MOSMAN, -Furnished Bedroom and Sitting room, and use conveniences, 3 min. 

from Mosman Bay wharf, Top Flat, Dene Hollow, 2 Mosman street.  

(1921, November 8). The Sydney Morning Herald(NSW), p. 3.  

The question remains: did Barbara eventually sell Dene Hollow or did she convert it to 

flats? 

The death of Barbara Ziymack 
In June 1920 Eliza, the last of Barbara’s siblings, died. She was survived by her second 

husband, James Hill, who was Barbara’s first husband’s uncle. 
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Two years later Barbara Ziymack died suddenly on the 3rd June 1922. The death notice 

two days later incorrectly gave her age as 65, rather than 64. 

ZIYMACK - June 3 at Glen Eric Moruben road, Mosman, Barbara wife of John 

Ziymack, aged 65 years.   Hay papers please copy. 

(1922, June 5). The Sydney Morning Herald(NSW), p. 6. 

On the same day a funeral notice appears.  

ZIYMACK. - The Relatives and Friends of the late Mrs. BARBARA ZIYMACK 

are invited to attend her Funeral; to leave her late residence, Glen Eric, 39 

Moruben-road, Mosman, THIS MORNING, at 8.45 o'clock, for the Church of 

England Cemetery, Waverley, arriving at cemetery gates 11 o'clock. 

(1922, June 5). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW), p. 5. 

As Glen Eric, 39 Moruben-road Mosman, is recorded as her late residence it’s likely, 

but still not certain, that she sold Dene Hollow in 1919. 

With surprising speed, just two days after the funeral, notice is given of application for 

probate. 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF NEW SOUTH WALES.-Probate Jurisdiction.-

In the Will and Codicil of BARBARA ZIYMACK late of Mosman near Sydney 

in the State of New South Wales Married Woman deceased. -Application will be 

made after fourteen days from the publication hereof that Probate of the last Will 

and Codicil of the above named deceased may be granted to JOHN FREDERICK 

ROWLAND HILL, THOMAS ARTHUR HODGSON and ISAAC BARKER 

HODGSON Junior the Executors and Trustees named in the said Will. And all 

creditors and other persona   having any debts or claims against the Estate of the 

said deceased are hereby required to send in particulars thereof addressed to the 

Executors care of the undersigned on or before the seventh day of August next 

when the Executors will proceed to distribute the Assets of the said deceased 

amongst the persona entitled thereto having regard only to the debts and claims of 

which they shall then have had notice. FISHER and MACANSH, Proctors for the 

Executors and Trustees. 72B King-street. Sydney.   

. (1922, June 7). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), p. 14. 

Of particular interest here is that only one of Barbara’s children is listed as an 

executor: John Frederick Rowland Hill. The other two executors are Thomas Arthur 

Hodson, the husband of her daughter Beatrice, and Thomas’ brother Isaac Barker 

Hodgson Junior.  Her two other daughters were not represented, nor was her son 

David. 

On June 10 an obituary is published: 

The death of Mrs. Barbara Ziymack occurred suddenly at Mosman recently. She 

had a wide circle of friends, more especially around the Hay district, where she 
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lived for many years, and was well known by her numerous acts of charity. She 

was a niece of the late Mr. James Tyson.  

Mrs. Ziymack has left two sons and three daughters-Mr. John Hill, of Croydon 

Park; Mr. David Hill, of Mosman; Mrs. T. A. Hodgson, of Randwick; Mrs. C. R. 

Hendrie, of Mosman; and Mrs. Andrew Black, of Douglas Park. 

 (1922, June 10). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW), p. 14. 

It’s noteworthy that Edith and Charles Hendrie had moved from Brisbane to Mosman 

(perhaps to the home Glen Eric?) and Olga and Andrew Black had moved from the 

Federated Malay States to Douglas Park where they lived until Andrew’s death.  

Barbara’s estate 
Information drawn from newspaper reports reveal Barbara Ziymack’s real-estate 

holdings were significant: 

 Paling’s Music Warehouse in George Street Sydney 

 The home in which she died: Glen Eric in Mosman 

 Three properties in the township of Hay 

 A hotel in Hay 

 Probably the home Cremona in Cremorne 

 Possibly Dene Hollow in Mosman 

I haven’t found any record of Barbara having sold RockView, but most likely she did so 

before moving to Sydney. 

In November 1922 a notice was posted in The Sydney Morning Herald requiring 

anyone having a claim on Barbara Ziymack’s estate to come forward by 10 December. 

Dene Hollow was listed for auction again in September and October of 1924. The 

home was then occupied as two flats, one on the ground floor and the other upstairs. 

No information is given concerning the owner, so it’s still not clear whether the estate 

owned the property. It’s my father’s view that it did. 

At some point Barbara Ziymack had bought the Perseverance Hotel in Hay. This came 

to light at a sitting of the Licenses Reduction Board9 in Hay in August 1926 four years 

after her death. It was one of five Hay hotels called on to show cause why it should not 

be de-licensed. The owner was identified as the estate of the late Barbara Ziymack. 

Giving evidence was Thomas A. Hodgson, builder and contractor of Sydney, one of the 

                                                     
9 At the time NSW was thought to have too many hotels, and the Licenses Reduction Board was set up. 
It held hearings all over NSW requiring certain hotels to show cause why they should not be de-
licensed. 
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trustees of the Ziymack estate. He was in fact the husband of Barbara’s daughter, 

Beatrice.  

At a later hearing of the Licenses Reduction Board in October 1926 it was announced 

that the Perseverance Hotel was to keep its license. Renovations were agreed and 

were to be completed within six months.  

More details about the Ziymack estate emerged in September 1928 when it was 

announced that the Trustees had instructed three properties in the township of Hay 

were to be auctioned. They were: 

Lot 1. Land having a frontage to Lachlan Street, including Offices occupied by 

Messrs Wilkinson and Lavender Ltd., and Premises known as Commercial Bank 

Chambers.  

Lot 2. Land on Moppett Street with Cottage of Brick and Wood, occupied by Mr. 

R. Mahoney.  

Lot 3. Land on Moppett Street, being a Weather-board House, until recently 

occupied by Mr T. C. Woollett, detached Laundry, Stables, etc. 

The auction was held on 2nd February 1929. Lot 1 was passed in at £3,150 (about 

$234,000 today). There were no offers for Lot 2 and Lot 3 was passed in at £600 

(about $44,500 today).   

In May of the same year newspapers announced that the three properties had been 

sold. Then in November 1929 the local Hay newspaper reported that the Perseverance 

Hotel was to be auctioned in December. The hotel in Lachlan Street was described as 

being constructed of brick, recently renovated and in excellent order. It contained a 

large bar, dining room, two parlours, thirteen bedrooms, kitchen, laundry, two 

bathrooms, three garages, etc. The land had a frontage of 66 feet by a depth of 150 

feet to right of way at back.  

On the day of the auction there was no bid and it was passed in for private sale. It was 

later bought by the former licensee, Henry E. Vlaeminck, who owned it until about 

1936. 

Wrapping up the story 

John Frederick Roland Hill 

My grandfather, John Frederick Roland Hill, committed suicide in 1934 at the age of 

43, leaving behind a wife and nine children aged between five and 20. My father was 

just 11 at the time. The[GH1] suicide was attributed to the great pain John had been 
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suffering from hydatids10. He was also a gambler, and one family story holds that he 

gave the deeds of Dene Hollow to his bookmaker as payment for gambling debts. At 

the time of his death, the family were living at 49 Beaufort St, Croydon Park. They 

continued to live there without any signs of poverty through the remainder of the 

depression and the war years. Apparently money was flowing from Paling’s, the last 

asset of Barbara’s estate. John was buried with his mother in Waverley Cemetery, 

Sydney. His wife, Pearl, died suddenly in the Strathfield home of my parents on 

Mothers’ Day, 1959[GH2].  

Beatrice Lillian Hill 

Barbara’s eldest daughter, Beatrice Lillian, died in 1964 at the age of 67 leaving behind 

three children. 

Edith Lydia, second oldest daughter, died in 1976 at the age of 84 leaving behind four 

children.  

David Daniel Hill 

At the age of 30, Barbara’s problem son, David Daniel Hill married Alice Francis 

Murphy in Hay in 1924. They had three children. It was a difficult marriage for Alice, 

ending in divorce about 1938. David died just five years later at the age of 49 in 1943. 

A death notice, with some inaccuracies, was carried in the Hay newspaper: 

The death occurred suddenly in Prince Alfred Hospital, Sydney, on Saturday last, 

of Mr. David Daniel Hill, a former resident of Narrandera, at the age of about 50 

years [49]. Mr. Hill left Narrandera about three years ago and had been employed 

in a munitions works, holding a responsible position. Deceased, who was a 

relative of the late Hon. Jas. Tyson [James Tyson], the noted pastoralist, prior to 

going to Narrandera, lived in Hay with the Ziymack family [his mother]. He is 

survived by his widow, a son and two daughters. 

 (1943, September 24). The Riverine Grazier (Hay), p. 1. 

Olga Ellen Ziymack 

Barbara’s youngest daughter, Olga Ellen, died in 1978 at the age of 82 leaving behind 

one daughter. Her father, John Ziymack, had died in 1923 at the age of 70 just eight 

months after Barbara’s death. John and Olga are buried in the same grave in Waverley 

Cemetery, Sydney, NSW, Australia, not far from Barbara’s grave. 

Rockview 

This property was at the centre of the long-running and bitter dispute between 

Barbara and Susan Guest. I haven’t found any record of the property either being sold 

or being part of Barbara’s estate. After the court case ended in 1908 Barbara owed 

                                                     
10 The symptoms of hydatid disease depend on which organs are affected. The most commonly affected 
organ is the liver. The kidneys, brain and lungs are sometimes affected. 
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Susan of £3,114 (about AU$500,000) plus court costs. By this time Barbara was about 

to leave the district and move to Sydney and was probably considering selling 

Rockview. Although there’s no evidence to support speculation, it may be that a deal 

was struck with Susan’s father, a wealthy landholder called Richard Guest, to sell 

Rockview to him at a price discounted by the amount owed to Susan.  

William Hill 

Barbara Ziymack’s very first grandson was William Hill, born five months after the 

death of his father in 1903. After the long and bitter court case between his mother 

and Barbara he grew up within his mother’s family (the Guests) and thereafter had 

nothing to do with Barbara or the Hill families.  

That would have continued to be the case had it not been for the huge Tyson, Sheil 

and Donely family reunion in 1980. My uncle Irvine Hill noticed William in the family 

tree and for some reason decided to track him down. He found him living in Sydney 

and over time they became close friends. Uncle Irvine’s son Dennis recalls he was a 

charming gentleman with obvious Hill physical features. He never married, nor did his 

half-sister Bertha from his mother’s second marriage. They shared a home together 

until his death in 1992.  

Paling’s Music Warehouse 

In 1945, a City of Sydney archive document 

showed that W H Paling & Co Ltd of 338 George 

Street was still owned by the estate of the late 

Barbara Ziymack.  Income from this property 

had probably supported the families of her 

children through the great depression and the 

war years[GH3].  

My father recalls attending with his mother a 

long-running court case concerning the sale of 

the building by the trustees. He contends the 

property was eventually sold at below market 

price, probably before 1950. 

I recall buying sheet music from Paling’s, so it 

was certainly still inexistence around 1969 to 

the early 1970s, and looked pretty much the 

same as in the photo appearing here. The site 

has since been totally redeveloped, and is 

occupied mainly by a dining, entertainment and retail building called Ivy. One of the 

bars is named Palings. 

Figure 3 On left is Paling's Music Warehouse 338 George 
Street Sydney circa 1925. 
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Postscript 
In November 2006, about 18 of Barbara Ziymack’s great grandchildren who were 

descendants of John Frederick Roland Hill gathered at Joan Hutchens’ home. Joan is 

Barbara Ziymack’s granddaughter and John Frederick Roland Hill’s youngest child. 

Amazingly this was the first time that most of the cousins had met in more than 40 

years. It was a joyous occasion that left us all grateful to have been reunited.   

At the time of the reunion four of Joan’s eight siblings were still alive: Doreen, Irvine, 

Wallace and Russell. Now only Joan (86) and my father Wallace (93) survive. 

You can view the family tree at http://www.familytree.angeles-hill.com/ 

 

Figure 4 Circa 1945.  In the middle, Pearl Hill. Left, youngest child Joan and right, Wallace, third youngest. 
Probably on the verandah of Pearl’s home in Croydon Park. 

http://www.familytree.angeles-hill.com/

